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Welcome to geometry.  In this course we will be studying points, lines, planes, angles, shapes, solids and their 

relationships.  We will also be learning about how geometry relates to other branches of mathematics such as algebra. 

The most important skills you will develop in this course are the abilities to think critically, reason logically, analyze 

complex situations and break them down into simpler problems, and to understand how you think and learn. 

The rest of this document will describe the structure of the class and other important information. 

Textbook: (www.bigideasmath.com) 

We will be using the Larson Big Ideas Math (BIM) Geometry textbook.  Students will use the electronic 

book on the BIM website. For the most part, we will follow the lessons in the book to avoid confusion. 

We may conduct supplemental lessons not in the book when it is appropriate.  We may also choose to 

bypass selected sections in the book to meet some course requirements. 

Communications: 

All communications outside of class between the teacher and students will be done using google 

classroom.  Students will be connecting to their class’s specific google classroom during the first week 

of school.  If the student is new to this school, the student must join their class’s google classroom as 

soon as possible. 

Students should NOT send the teacher emails directly.  The teacher will not respond directly back to students via 

email.  If a student sends an email to the teacher, the teacher must return the response to an adult guardian of the 

student.  The guardian will then communicate with the student. 

Grading: 

Student’s grades will be divided into two categories, daily and tests.  Daily grades will account for 50% of the 

students grading period grade and tests will account for the other 50%. 

Daily grades will be earned in three different ways.  Homework, quizzes, and homework quizzes.  Homework 

assignments are worth 10 points each.  Quizzes are worth 20 points each and homework quizzes are worth 100 

points.  This means that a quiz is worth two homework assignments.  Homework quizzes are worth 10 homework 

assignments. 

Homework: 

Homework assignments are worth 10 points. 

Homework assignments are listed in the course “Work Schedule” which is accessible from my 

teacher page under the “Important Documents” link. 

Homework assignments will be administered in the BIM eBook (electronic book) which is 

accessible from the publisher of our textbook (www.bigideasmath.com). The details of how to 

interact with the eBook will be provided in information accessible from each students Google 

Classroom. 

Problems presented in the eBook are identical to the problems listed in the corresponding section 

of the textbook. 

Students will have three opportunities to answer each homework problem correctly before 

submitting the assignment for grading. 

If a homework assignment is turned in on time, the grade recorded for each assignment will be 

based on the eBook grade the student earned for that assignment 

For example if you earned a 93% on a homework assignment from the eBook, the grade 

recorded will be 9.  If you earned a 95%, a 10 will be recorded for that assignment. 
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Homework Submission: 

Homework must be submitted on the Big Ideas Math (BIM) eBook.  Students will be 

creating their BIM accounts and joining the BIM class during the first week of school to 

gain access to the eBook homework. 

If a student is new to the school, they will need to create their BIM account and join their 

classes BIM as soon as possible.  Details of how to create the BIM account and how to 

access homework are available on the student’s google classroom. 

Assigned homework will be due by 4:00 P.M. of the school day following the day the 

assignment was given. 

Students who experience technical issues in performing the assignment must consult the 

teacher the next school day to make alternate arrangements for submitting the homework. 

Late Homework Submission: 

If homework is submitted after the due date of the assignment, the overall grade will be reduced 

by the following schedule according to district policy. 

On time = full credit, 1 day late (up to 24 hours late) = -1 point, 2 days late = -2 points, 3 days 

late = -3 points, greater than 3 days late = no points awarded.   The grade will be 0. 

Quizzes: 

Quizzes may be given at differing intervals during the grading period and will be worth 20 points 

each.  Quizzes will either be based on the material covered in class or on material covered in 

prior math classes that are considered to be required knowledge for this class. 

Students will have one week from the date of the first quiz to retake a quiz for a maximum grade 

of 70%. 

Homework Quizzes: 

There will be one homework quiz per chapter covered in the course.  Each homework quiz will 

be made up of selected questions taken directly from the homework problems of the current 

chapter in the course text book.  The homework quiz will be worth 100 points.  This means it has 

the approximate effect of 10 homework assignments or 5 quizzes. 

The homework quiz will usually precede the chapter test.  An attempt will be made to schedule 

the homework quiz and the actual chapter test on different days but this may not always be 

possible. 

You will have one week from the date of the original homework quiz to retake a failed 

homework quiz.   

The student is encouraged to ensure they have mastered the homework questions prior to taking 

the homework quiz.  This is the natural progression leading to concept mastery for chapter tests 

and ultimately semester exams. 

Formal Tests: 

Scoring: 

There will generally be at least 2 – 100 point exams in each grading period, however several grading 

periods will have 3 tests.  This will account for approximately 50% of your grade. 
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Test Tickets: 

At the beginning of each unit of study you will be required to print a template summary document that 

will eventually hold all definitions, postulates, theorems and formulas you will encounter in that chapter. 

This summary document is referred to as a "Test Ticket".  Initially the test ticket will be blank except for 

the names of the concepts.  It will be your responsibility to fill in the details of the test ticket during the 

study of each unit BEFORE entering the classroom on the day of that unit exam.  This will require you to 

listen intently during each class and to complete your homework in order to complete the test ticket. 

The test ticket grade is a separate grade and will NOT affect your test grade. 

Retest Process: 

You may enter the retest process for two reasons; 1) you performed below 70% on your first attempt, 2) 

you chose not to be in class on the day of the test due to an unexcused absence. 

If the retest is for low performance, the retest must be taken after school on either the Thursday or 

Friday of the week following the week in which the first test was presented, unless school holidays 

prevent that possibility, or I present other instructions. 

For example if you took a test this week on Wednesday, you must retest next week on either Thursday or 

Friday after school. 

Retest Grading: 

The maximum grade possible on a retest is 70%. 

Example 1, you receive a 50% on your first attempt of a chapter test.  You take a retest and score 65%.  

Your grade for that test will be 65%. 

Example 2, you receive a 50% on your first attempt.  You take a retest and score 80%.  Your grade for 

that test will be 70%. 

Example 3, you receive a 60% on your first attempt.  You score 50% on the retest.  Your grade for the test 

will be 60% 

Warm up Activities: 

Random conversations should end at the door and you should move to your desk to prepare for the days’ 

work.  You should retrieve your calculator, “white-board” and writing utensils first. There will usually 

be an activity displayed either on the chalk board or on the front screen.  You should begin working on 

the bell work as soon as possible. 

At appropriate intervals, your warmup activity may be a quiz, homework quiz or test depending on the 

current academic schedule of events.  On these days it is imperative that you begin work immediately 

upon arriving at your desk since these assessments are timed. 

Grade Accountability: 

Every student is responsible for performing their assigned work to master the course concepts.  Failure 

to perform any individual piece of work may result in a zero for that item.  If a student receives three 

zeros in any grading period, the student will receive a detention.  Every zero beyond the third received 

by that student in the same grading period will be accompanied by an additional detention.  This count 

will be reset at the beginning of each grading period. 

A parent phone call and notification of any extra curricular coaches for potential further action may also 

accompany these events. 
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Scheduled Absences/Missed work 

District policy considers scheduled or planed absences as a student choice.  The student must accept the 

responsibility for that choice.  If a student misses school due to a school sponsored activity they are 

considered present in a learning environment and therefore NOT considered absent. 

If a student will not be in class on the day of an assessment (exam or quiz), they are strongly encouraged 

to make arrangements to take the assessment BEFORE their planned departure. 

If a student does not take the assessment before the assessment date, it is expected that they will take an 

assessment over the same material on the day of their return, but the assessment may be in a different 

form than the original. 

If the student will be unable to take the assessment on the day of their return, then they are expected to 

schedule a time at the teacher’s discretion to take the assessment. 

Since homework is submitted electronically, if a student will not be present in class when a homework 

assignment is due, they are still expected to turn in the assignment on time. 

Homework will be graded based upon the homework submission guide lines detailed in this document 

above, regardless of the students presence in school on the date homework is due. 

If a student is involved in ANY extra curricular activities, they will need to make their coaches aware 

that lack of notice of an absence will NOT be considered a valid reason to miss an assessment. 

One time only in a semester, if this occurs, the student will be allowed to take the exam or quiz without 

penalty, subject to the following conditions: 

The coach provides a written notice indicating the reason for the absence 

The student presents this notice to the teacher on the NEXT SCHOOL DAY before 4:00 PM 

following the absence. 

The student will take the test or quiz after school on the day the student presents the written 

notice 

All other conditions of formal test requirements as listed in this document are met 

The above policy is for PLANNED ABSENCES only.  It is not intended to include absences for illness 

or family emergencies.  Per district policy, you will have one day for each day you were out ill to 

complete any missed work. 

After School Tutorials: I will be available for all students who need tutorials or need to make up 

missed work until 4:15 P.M. each day except Wednesdays which are 

reserved for staff meetings. 

Outside Teacher Hours Tutorials: From 4:15 P.M. to 4:45 P.M., on days that I am available, I will be 

available only to those students who meet the following conditions: 

1) The student has received no referrals such as a detention, ISS, or AEP, from any district employee 

regardless of reason during the current 3-week grade reporting period. 

2) The student has received no 0’s for missing work in the current 3-week grade reporting period. 

3) The student has received no homework grades below 7 in the current 3-week grade reporting period. 

4) The student has not been removed from class for disruptive behavior during the current grading period. 

5) The student has missed no more than 3 classes for reasons other than medical or family emergency in 

the current grading period. 
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Required Materials: 

The following is a list of the supplies that you will need to bring with you for every class. 

Scientific Calculator – The calculator must have at least the following functionality: memory capability, 

parenthetic expression capability, sin, cos, tan, sin-1, cos-1, and tan-1 functions,  (square root), yx (number to 

a power).  A graphing calculator is NOT required for this course but if you have one or can afford one, that type is 

the most beneficial for homework. 

Course Notebook – This must be a 2.5 or 3 inch, 3-ring binder.  It must have the capability to store documents 

with and without holes punched, so additional pocket dividers may be necessary.  The notebook must have divider 

tabs with the tab labels as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

The notebook will be checked periodically to insure it is in the correct format, and that all graded assignments are 

present, including but not limited to homework, bellwork, quizzes, notes, and test tickets. 

College Ruled Paper – A supply of 5 or more sheets will be required for passage of the spot check.  This paper 

will be used for homework assignments, and bell work activities.  Micro-perforated paper is acceptable but paper 

ripped out of a spiral notebook is not acceptable. 

Quad-ruled Graph Paper – A supply of 5 or more sheets will be required for passage of the equipment check.  

This paper will be used for homework assignments, and bell work activities.  Micro-perforated paper is acceptable 

but paper ripped out of a spiral notebook is not acceptable. 

Pencils – A pack of 8 pencils or 2 mechanical pencils with extra lead will be required for the first spot check.  

Thereafter, at least 2 pencils, mechanical (with extra lead) or wood will be required for passage of spot a check.  

All homework, bell work, quizzes and tests will require pencil only.  If you wish to use a pen for class notes that 

is your choice. 

External Eraser – An external eraser of you choice will be required for spot checks.  This may be a pencil cap 

eraser or a larger eraser not attached to a pencil. 

Dry Erase Marker Set – At least two dry erase markers of any color except yellow and a marker board eraser 

will be required for passage of “Equipment Checks”.  Dry erase markers will be required regularly for in-class 

activities.  Both markers must be fresh enough to be clearly visible from across the room by a person with normal 

vision. 

Dry Erase Board – This is a surface that will readily accept dry erase marker and can be cleaned with a dry 

eraser.  The board should be no larger than 12x12 inches and no smaller than 8x10 inches.  These can be 

purchased at any office supply store.  As a more cost effective solution, you may also use the back of a discarded 

white "view binder" that has been separated from the binder 

Notes Homework Bellwork Quizzes Test Tickets Activities 
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Required Materials (Cont.): 

3 x 5 Index Cards – One pack of 3” by 5” index cards.  These will be used for various activities during 

the course. 

Course Textbook – We will be using the Larson Big Ideas Math (BIM) Geometry textbook.  Students 

will primarily access the electronic version of the textbook (eBook) on the BIM website.  The BIM 

website is where students will submit their daily homework assignments. 

The eBook is also accessible on the student’s google classroom. 

Every student must create a Big Ideas Math (BIM) account and join the BIM classroom associated with their 

geometry class. 

If a student does not have the means to access to the electronic book, they must inform the teacher as soon as 

possible so that alternate arrangements can be made. 

Classroom Procedures: 

Restroom Usage – If you need to use the restroom you should raise your hand with your index finger pointing to 

the door.  When I see this sign I will check to see if the pass is present and then I will indicate an affirmative or 

negative signal non-verbally.  When you receive an affirmative signal, you should rise slowly and exit the room 

quietly. 

When you reach the restroom, there will be a hook on the wall adjacent to the entrance.  If there are less than two 

passes hanging on the hook for your restroom, hang your pass on the hook and enter. If the hook has two or more 

passes hanging, you will stand against the wall and wait for someone to exit.  Then you may enter. 

 When you wish to reenter the room, if I do not see you approach the door through the window, please knock 

gently and you will be let back into the room.  Please return to your seat quietly.  The intent is to minimize 

classroom disruption. 

Electronic Communications Policy –This policy applies to any type of electronic communications (ECom) 

device that sends or receives any electronic media communications including but not limited to phones, smart 

phones, tablets, smart watches, etc. 

It is very important that students remain focused on the lesson activities in each class period.  This policy is 

intended to maximize student learning time. 

Upon entering the classroom, all ECom devices must be POWERED DOWN and placed in the ECom holder at 

the front of the room.  They device may NOT be placed in silent mode since many devices still flash, have the 

screen comes on, or vibrate, causing a classroom disruption. 

Any refusal to place the ECom device in the holder will result in an office referral.  If an ECom device is seen or 

heard or it is being used by any student, for any reason, without consent of the teacher (including determining the 

time), the student will forfeit the ECom device and it will be returned to the main office at the end of the school 

day. 

If an ECom device is not present in a holder at the front of the room during any assessment, the student 

responsible for that device will receive a zero for that assessment in addition to having the device taken to the 

front office. 

Occasionally you will be asked to use your ECom device in class for a classroom activity.  The teacher will give 

you explicit permission to use your ECom device for a SPECIFIC use that will be defined for you. 
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Classroom Procedures (Cont.): 

Classroom Participation – Your education is an active process on your part.  In other words, education is not a 

spectator sport.  You will be encouraged to be present each day in a timely manner and to be prepared with all of 

the required materials as specified in this document and on the schools website.  You will receive very positive 

rewards for being attentive and participating in the classroom activities because you will be capable to earn good 

grades. 

 

Your readiness and participation are of such great importance that it will unfortunately be necessary to impose 

negative consequences upon students who choose to not participate or choose not to bring the required materials 

necessary to effectively participate.  If you attend class and do not possess the necessary equipment to participate, 

or you choose not to participate for any reason other than illness or some other personal distress, you will receive 

a Student Responsibility Card.  If the condition recurs, you will potentially receive additional corrective action 

from school administration until the behavior is corrected. 

 

This section includes, but is not limited to calculators, personal communication boards (dry erase boards or chalk 

boards), pencils, paper, etc. 

Classroom Disruption – In order for students to learn, the classroom must be a place where all students feel 

comfortable working and sharing ideas.  It must also be an environment where students can focus on the teacher 

when necessary and on their own work or on the work of their team when necessary.  It is therefore necessary for 

disruptions in appropriate classroom activity to be kept to a minimum. 

 

Each student is responsible for controlling their behavior and for monitoring the behavior of the students in their 

team or their immediate area.  When this self-monitoring fails and teacher intervention becomes necessary, the 

disruptive students will receive corrective action for their behavior.  This corrective action will range from a 

simple warning to a parent phone call and/or office referral for disciplinary action.  The disciplinary action may 

be a detention or greater at the teacher’s or administration’s discretion. 
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